Introduction
The usual causes of acute renal failure in pregnancy are hypotension, septicaemia, concealed accidental haemorrhage (abruptio placentae), or as part of the syndrome of pre-eclampsia. A patient is reported who developed acute renal failure due to obstructive uropathy secondary to polyhydramnios.
Case report
A 21-year-old Caucasian primigravida was admitted to the antenatal ward for rest, with a twin gestation at 26 weeks. The pregnancy had been uneventful until 16 weeks' gestation when twins were diagnosed. She An i.v. urogram was performed 5 days post partum: the ureters were tortuous and dilated to the pelvic brim, but below this the ureters were of normal calibre (Fig. 1) . There was bilateral hydronephrosis. A repeat urogram 3 months later was normal.
Discussion
Dilatation of the renal tracts is acknowledged to be almost universal in pregnancy with a few notable exceptions: those with pelvic kidneys or urinary diversions with ureters draining into ileal conduits have normal calibre to their ureters. It is now generally accepted that the cause of this dilatation is not hormonal as was previously supposed but due to ureteric obstruction by the gravid uterus at the pelvic brim (Roberts, 1976 
